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cracy differs from Monarchy in essence. There can
be no grosser mistake than this, and none more fertile
of further delusions. Democracy, the government of
the commonwealth by a numerous but indeterminate
portion of the community taking the place of the
Monarch, has exactly the same conditions to satisfy
as Monarchy ; it has the same functions to discharge,
though it discharges them through different organs.
The tests of success in the performance of the neces-
sary and natural duties of a government are precisely
the same in both cases.

Thus in the very first place, Democracy, like
Monarchy, like Aristocracy, like any other govern-
ment, must preserve the national existence. The
first necessity of a State is that it should be durable.
Among mankind regarded as assemblages of indivi-
duals, the gods are said to love those who die young ;
but nobody has ventured to make such an assertion
of States. The prayers of nations to Heaven have
been, from the earliest ages, for long national life, life
from generation to generation, life prolonged far
beyond that of children's children, life like that of
the everlasting hills. The historian will sometimes
speak of governments distinguished for the loftiness
of their aims, and the brilliancy of the talents which
they called forth, but doomed to an existence all too
brief. The compliment is in reality a paradox, for in
matters of government all objects are vain and all